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reply that this is to be understood of the body alone, he adds that
man has no preeminence over the beasts. Further, speaking of the
spirit of man itself, he denies that there is anyone who knoweth
whether it goeth upward, i.e. whether it is immortal, or whether it
goeth downwards with the spirits of the beasts, i.e. perishes.
Neither may you allege that these words are said in the character
of an unbeliever ; in such a case the writer ought to have made that
quite clear and provided a refutation of these statements. Again
you must not contend that no reply on your part is called for, since
Scripture is a matter Jor the Theologians; for since you are a
Christian it is proper jfor you to be ready to reply to everything
that can be objected to the faith, especially against the positions you
desire to establish, and to use all your powers to maJce your results
satisfactory.

The sixth difficulty arises from the indifference of the judgment^
or liberty which you refuse to allow to the perfection of choice, but
ascribe to an imperfect will alone, thus removing the indifference as
often as the mind clearly perceives ivhat ought to be believed or
performed or left undone. But do you not see that by positing this
you destroy the liberty of God, from Whom you remove that in-
difference as to whether He will create this world rather than another
or any world at all ? Though yet it belongs to the faith to believe
that God has from eternity been indifferent as to whether He would
create one, or many, worlds, or no world. But who doubts that God
has at all times had the clearest vision of all things that were to be
done or left undone ? Therefore the clearest vision and perception of
things does not annul the indifference of choice ; and if it cannot
harmonize with human liberty, neither will it be compatible with the
divine, since the essences of things are, like numbers, indivisible and
unchanging. Wherefore indifference is included no less in the divine
than in human freedom of choice.

The seventh difficulty will affect the superficies2 in which or by
means of which you say that all sensations take place. For we do
not understand how it can happen that it is neither part of the
sentient bodies, nor part of the air itself and its vapours, of which
you say that it is no part, not even the exteriw*. Nor at the same
time do we comprehend that no body whatsoever nor substance, as you
assert, possesses real accidents which by the divine power may exist
apart from any subject and, as a matter of fact, do exist, in the

1  Of. Med. iv. Vol. i. p. 175.

2  Cl Reply to Objj. iv. above, p. 119, par. 2.                     3 extremum.